Quotable Quotes -

Refugees- comments about Marines:


High Compliments! , High Compliments!, and High Compliments!

From JO:  “It was almost perfect! – all the real issues – just added to the perfection of the situation and the registration process.”

Refugee:  “Learning items here that will help up to set up our own rural disaster emergency center for hurricanes… Learning so much! – just from taking the truck ride into the camp from the road;  learned that when we were done from that – we needed a cool shady area to get settled, then we needed our water and food.  The paperwork can be done later…”

Peter McDermott: Mission Creep vice Flexibility- the point is to determine when the objectives change and how to make appropriate adjustments… each of us may have different routes or methods to achieve these objectives.

Perspectives are everything –where as the UN may see something as a bad incident – the Military sees it as good security and that they were doing their job.

Unity of effort is essential.

In the dynamics of informal chats, you can marginalize the differences in background and better brainstorm and get creative.

Opinions versus Institution Spokesmanship: the first view differentiates the finding and second validates them (but please have the courtesy to share these view prior to publishing them).

Cyprien’s speech – the heartfelt encapsulation of the week and the achievement of the joint goals…

OCHA’s view of the exercise:  Utility is clear – need reflective consideration of the potentials

UNHCR’s view:  Relationships are Key – what gets you through the day and what saves you in the field – are the people.

Our UN Operations Wing- you must remember that we are divided into two wings: Peace Keeping and Political, and both have different perspectives.


- PKO is our field units and the Politics are the HQ level reality

 and we work well because CONTROVERSIALITY is GOOD

What drives each UN Agency is the Imperatives of Human Rights Law.

NGOs include the good, the bad and the ugly…

