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Operation Strong Angel

VIP Visit

Today Admiral McGinn arrived at CMOC, accompanied by journalists, to assess emergency operations on the ground. Representatives of the UN teams and the military provided the Admiral with an overview briefing on the operations. The Admiral toured the refugee camp and addressed the camp representatives and refugee population.

Flash Appeal

OCHA, UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP are finalizing a 5 million dollar flash appeal to provide humanitarian assistance to refugees and to the local population for a period of 90 days. UN agencies plan to launch the appeal at a press briefing Thursday afternoon in Geneva and Green Capital.

Exercise Snap Shot

· UNHCR locally procured fresh fruit and vegetables for distribution at the refugee camp.

· Government Green has agreed to expedite custom agreements for UN and other humanitarian agencies.  

· JLC has placed on an internet web site government guidelines and procedures for emergencies.

· One operational helicopter lift was conducted carrying 1.5 mt HDRs and .5 mt of NFI to forward weigh station 6 km from border.

· UNHCR field staff traveled to the border today and reported back that it was quiet and there were no new arrivals.

· UNHCR reports that the refugees have organised themselves into community groups and a council leadership has been elected. 

· Today at the camp all UN agencies including UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP briefed the refugee population.

· The military, UNHCR and Red Cross discovered a whole series of thefts within the camp. The local council was informed that the items should be returned by 15:30 hrs and that if the items were returned no camp search would be conducted.   

Air arrivals

No cargo arrivals

One Cessna arrived carrying four aid workers and four journalists 

Sea arrivals

MV Sue Lykes arrived late today with twenty containers for MSF for field hospital.  Arrangements for unloading being expedited by JLC.  There are very few stevedors and local port authority have closed their offices. A JLC unit has been established within the port and MNF assets have been tasked with unloading and storage.     

Assisting Local Community 

Today UNICEF conducted an assessment mission of the local hospital and reports that cold chain facilities need rehabilitation and rewiring. 

Security

A young female refugee had her foot blown off by a anti-personnel (AP) land mine. A MNF helicopter evacuation carried the young victim to the Waimea hospital. Reports from MNF indicate that there is a significant quantity of AP land mines in the area which poses major difficulties for detection.

