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1.0 INTRODUCTION

PRIVATE 
1.1 DIRECTOR'S INNOVATION INITIATIVE OVERVIEWtc  \l 2 "1.1  DIRECTOR'S INNOVATION INITIATIVE OVERVIEW"

The National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) has established the Director's Innovation Initiative (DII) Program to:

· Provide a risk tolerant environment to invest in cutting edge technologies and high payoff concepts relevant to the NRO's mission.
· Foster innovation and provide seed funding to push the boundaries of technology to dramatically improve our nation's satellite reconnaissance capabilities.

· Present an opportunity for developers not traditionally associated with the NRO to participate in building the NRO of the 21st century.

The DII Program encourages Offerors to submit ideas that dramatically stretch the current state-of-the-art and have high potential payoff to the NRO mission. The DII Program is designed to push the boundary of what is feasible and in doing so accepts the likelihood of a high number of technical failures. Although it is hoped that every project will result in success, the risk tolerant philosophy of the DII Program means that the DII Program Office would prefer to see a high risk, high potential payoff project fail, rather than a low risk, low potential payoff project succeed.  At the same time, Offeror’s must also accept the potential for failure and realize that there is no assured continuation path.  Additionally, potential Offeror’s should realize that high technical risk does not equate to unsound scientific and engineering practices.  Proposals that are not based upon sound scientific and engineering practices, or otherwise incorporate “junk” science, will be quickly rejected.

The DII program aims to provide "seed funding" to many different ideas with the goal of transitioning promising projects to other offices or programs for further development.  As such, the DII Program does not provide funding for direct follow-on efforts.  In order to obtain direct follow-on funding, a project must be continued by an organization outside of the DII Program.  Therefore, a critical aspect of the DII Program is that concise, timely status reports be provided.  The DII Program Office uses these reports to inform other interested offices or individuals of the status and progress of DII projects.

PRIVATE 
1.2 BROAD AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENT OVERVIEWtc  \l 2 "1.2  BROAD AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENT OVERVIEW"

In order to meet the DII objective of providing "seed funding" to many different ideas, DII projects will be price and schedule constrained.  Proposed efforts shall have a period of performance of nine (9) months with funding requirements of no more than $350,000.00.


In certain cases, proposals that are not selected for contract award as part of the DII Program may be candidates for sponsorship elsewhere within the NRO or with other Government agencies.  The DII Program Office forwards such proposals to these offices for further review by them.  Any proposals reviewed outside of the DII Program will be considered as a proprietary "white paper" with no assurances of a contract award.  Offerors will not be notified of any review outside the DII Program unless the proposal is selected for funding as the result of such a review. An offeror may prohibit a proposal from being forwarded outside of the DII Program by indicating that the proposal is not to be forwarded outside of the DII Program.

1.3 BROAD AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENT ELIGIBILITY


This BAA is open only to organizations located in the United States that are not foreign owned or controlled.  Proposals from foreign owned or controlled organizations will not be considered.


Proposals are sought from educational institutions, non-profit and not-for-profit organizations and private industry.  Government Agencies and Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs) are not eligible to submit proposals in response to this BAA.  However, Government Agencies or FFRDCs may team with educational institutions, non-profit and not-for-profit organizations and private industry in submitting proposals for this BAA, provided the eligible organization is submitting the proposal and will be the prime contractor.  Alternatively, Government Agencies and FFRDCs may participate in a separate “Government Sources Sought Announcement” conducted by the DII Program Office and submit proposals directly as a primary developer. 


To be eligible for award of a contract under this BAA, a prospective offeror must have demonstrated experience with relevant basic and/or applied research areas, and/or knowledge of overhead reconnaissance systems.  Furthermore, the offeror must meet minimum responsibility standards as set forth in FAR 9.104-1.

1.4 BROAD AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENT SCHEDULE

  1 October 2001

Broad Agency Announcement released

  7 November 2001
Final day to submit proposals

31 December 2001
Proposal evaluations complete

  1 February 2002

Contracts awarded

31 October 2002

Projects completed

PRIVATE 
2.0 PROBLEM AREAS OF INTERESTtc  \l 1 "2.0  TECHNICAL AREAS"

The NRO conducts an extensive and robust Research and Development (R&D) program in close coordination with other Government Agencies, Industry, and Academia.  Prospective Offerors are cautioned that the NRO may already be conducting, or have knowledge of others who are conducting, efforts that are essentially similar to an Offeror’s proposed effort.  Funding limitations of the DII Program will generally preclude selection of the proposed effort in this case.  Additionally, the DII Program is most interested in investigating technologies uniquely applicable to the NRO.  Once again, funding limitations of the DII Program will generally preclude selection of a proposed effort that addresses technologies that are not uniquely applicable to the NRO, e.g., general propulsion technologies, general spacecraft bus technologies, and launch technologies.


The DII Program is aimed at developing system concepts and technologies that will substantially enhance the NRO mission.  The DII Program provides an opportunity for pushing the boundaries of technology, processes, and methods to improve NRO products by orders of magnitude.  Any innovative design, method, process, technology, technique or business practice with the potential for enabling:

1) revolutionary and agile approaches that respond rapidly to new technological opportunities or emerging threats, 

2) a substantive NRO mission improvement, or 

3) substantive resource savings

which are applicable to the following problem areas of interest will be considered for this BAA.


The ordering of the problem areas of interest and their example sub-areas does not imply any degree of relative importance; all areas are of equal interest.  The example sub-areas are not all-inclusive, and are not intended to limit the breadth of ideas considered, they are intended merely to give some idea of what topics might fall into these problem areas of interest.  The DII Program will consider any proposal that addresses any aspect of these problem areas of interest, whether it is listed as an example or not.  

PRIVATE 
2.1 NEW PROCESSING METHODStc  \l 2 "2.1  COLLECTION SENSORS"

This problem area of interest focuses on all aspects of processing data and information into accurate, timely and useful intelligence products.  Example areas of interest include:

(1) Preparation and correlation of information required to map, plan, understand and execute operations in urban environments.  This information should be prepared and provided rapidly with little or no action on the part of a system(s) operator.

(2) Concepts, technologies, and techniques that allow a steadily decreasing intelligence workforce to provide intelligence users the information they need.  These concepts, technologies and techniques should increase the productivity of intelligence analysts by at least an order of magnitude.

(3) Intelligent agent-like tools and techniques that integrate acquired information to provide real-time and anticipatory intelligence.  Architectures and information strategies are needed to provide a basis for the development of interoperable agents.

(4) Distributed, multiple level security archives and storage systems that allow intelligence agencies to have seamless, interconnected virtual teams developing intelligence products.  New enabling technologies are required to store, correlate, access, retrieve, segregate into security classes, and disseminate the large volumes of information that are collected and processed.

(5) Enabling architectures, technologies, and techniques that integrate and self-assemble information from an increasingly diverse collection of information sources into products satisfying enduring intelligence challenges.

(6) Emerging advanced computing architectures such as multi-level computer systems showing overall intelligence utility; examples would be methods for migration of capabilities between ground and space-based systems or new ways of organizing and interfacing sensors on a spacecraft.

(7) Intelligent software agent-based methods or techniques that aid in the solution of hard or intractable intelligence problems.  Automated aids are needed to augment human expertise in the areas of information organization, new hypothesis discovery, and identification/prioritization of critical data needs.

(8) Processing methods for specific tasks such as adaptive interference cancellation or multi-platform geo-location.

PRIVATE 
2.2 NEW BUSINESS PRACTICEStc  \l 2 "2.2  OBSERVABLES"
This problem area of interest focuses on innovative methods that substantially reduce the time required for conceiving, acquiring, designing, developing, producing, testing and/or deploying space systems.  Example areas of interest include:

(1) Methods for increasing the thoroughness of design trade-space exploration that show promise for producing better designs than current practice

(2) Design and manufacturing methods that will reduce the cost of low-volume production runs 

(3) Methods of system-level modeling of space systems that allow very early execution of high-level requirements and mission scenarios, to reduce the cost and schedule associated with the fabrication, integration and testing of complex space systems,

(4) Methods of segregating design errors from fabrication errors, and for early identification of either or both (for example through virtual test)

(5) Methods of environmental testing at the system level for spacecraft that are large or complex enough that they cannot be tested by traditional means

(6) Methods to identify, quantify, assess and manage the risks of developing complex space systems better and/or earlier in the design process

(7) Development or evaluation of databases, other data-exchange methods, or interface standards that support more efficient design, development, production and test

(8) Methods to reduce the operational cost of space systems such as self-diagnostics, autonomous operations and fault detection/correction, remote software-reconfigurable or ‘virtual’ hardware systems.

(9) Innovative contracting methodologies that provide economic incentives for risk-taking in design and development of complex systems.

(10) Innovative economic or contracting methodologies for incentivizing prime contractors and their subcontractors to implement new processes

PRIVATE 
2.3 NEW SOURCES AND SENSORS

This problem area of interest focuses on challenges in all aspects of space-based intelligence gathering.  Example areas of interest include:

(1) Investigation of emerging technologies that may enable new space-based intelligence gathering techniques or sensors.

(2) Development of technologies for the detection, location and characterization of underground facilities and support infrastructure.

(3) Development of concepts and methods associated with target phenomenology and related sensor technologies in order to identify target vulnerabilities and new collection opportunities.

(4) Development of concepts and technologies for extending the capabilities of current collection systems and revolutionizing global reconnaissance.

(5) Development of technologies to detect, locate, identify, characterize, and track weapons of mass destruction (nuclear, chemical and biological) and other advanced weapons systems and support infrastructure.

(6) Development of technologies related to space-based intelligence support for counter-narcotics and counter-terrorism activities.

(7) Development of technologies for the detection, location, identification, and characterization of challenging (or advanced) electromagnetic signals. This might include a fundamentally different approach to assisted target recognition other than brute force template matching and modeling

(8) MASINT (Measures and Signals Intelligence) technologies such as affordable wide band digital receivers and directional multi-beam antennas.

(9) Technologies to enable very large systems in space, including, but not limited to: 

· Deployment and/or assembly of large structures in microgravity

· Innovative structural control technologies, including both physical components and control methodologies/algorithms

· Lightweight materials and structural concepts

· Propulsion and attitude control methods for very large, flimsy structures
(10) Real-Time ionospheric compensation methods that make the effects go away, not modeling it or gaining more scientific understanding of it, e.g. tools that deal with the problem physically, not just more space weather forecasts.
PRIVATE 
3.0 PROPOSAL PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONStc  \l 1 "3.0  PROPOSAL PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS"

Offerors interested in submitting a proposal are cautioned that only a Government Contracting Officer may obligate the Government to any agreement involving the expenditure of Government funds.
PRIVATE 
3.1 BAA VALIDITY PERIODtc  \l 2 "3.1  BAA VALIDITY PERIOD"
The Contracting Officer will accept proposals no earlier than 9:00 AM EDT on 1 October 2001 and will not accept proposals after 4:00 PM EST on 7 November 2001.

3.2 INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS AND NOTICES TO OFFERORS

3.2.1 DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS


Submission of proposals will vary depending upon the classification of the proposal.  The following submission instructions apply:

· UNCLASSIFIED:  Offeror’s shall electronically submit UNCLASSIFIED proposals via the internet at URL address http://dii.westfields.net .

· CONFIDENTIAL:  Offeror’s with access to the NRO Contractor Wide Area Network (CWAN) shall electronically submit proposals classified CONFIDENTIAL via the CWAN at URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii .  Requests for access to the CWAN by Offeror’s without current CWAN access will not be considered. Offeror’s without access to the CWAN shall submit proposals classified CONFIDENTIAL via US mail, commercial courier or Government courier, if authorized.

· SECRET:  Offeror’s with access to the CWAN shall electronically submit proposals classified SECRET via the CWAN at URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii.  Requests for access to the CWAN by Offeror’s without current CWAN access will not be considered.  Offeror’s without access to the CWAN shall submit proposals classified SECRET via US mail, commercial courier or Government courier, if authorized.  

· TOP SECRET:  Offeror’s with access to the CWAN shall electronically submit proposals classified TOP SECRET via the CWAN at URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii.  Requests for access to the CWAN by Offeror’s without current CWAN access will not be considered.  Offeror’s without access to the CWAN shall submit proposals classified TOP SECRET via Government courier or hand delivery.

· SCI:  Offeror’s with access to CWAN shall electronically submit SCI proposals via the CWAN at URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii.  Requests for access to the CWAN by Offeror’s without current CWAN access will not be considered.  Offeror’s without access to the CWAN shall submit SCI proposals via Government courier or hand delivery.

The delivery address for proposals being submitted via US mail, commercial courier or Government courier is:

National Reconnaissance Office

ATTN:  DII Program Contracting Officer, Mr. Scott Meder

14675 Lee Road

Chantilly, Virginia  20151-1715


Offerors are strongly cautioned that proposals must be submitted in sufficient time to arrive by 4:00 PM EST on 7 November 2001.  Offerors are advised to leave sufficient time in their delivery plans for any intermediary handling of proposals.

The NRO Headquarters is a secure facility.  Offerors who do not possess NRO Headquarters access badges, that are hand delivering proposals in accordance with the above instructions, shall submit Visitor requests at least 48 hours in advance of delivering the proposal in order to gain entry into the NRO Headquarters.  Visitor requests (see Attachment 6) shall be faxed to the DII Program Security Officer at (703) 808-2646.  Hand delivery of proposals by offerors who do not possess NRO Headquarters access badges will not be accepted unless a Visitor request was submitted prior to delivery.  Additionally, hand delivery of proposals will only be accepted for TOP SECRET or SCI proposals.

3.2.2 AWARD NOTIFICATION

Letters notifying offerors of the NRO's decision to accept or reject their proposal will be sent to offerors after the evaluation of their proposal has been completed, or upon the decision that funding will not be available.  Rejection notification letters will include comments on why a proposal was not selected.  Debriefings will not be given.
PRIVATE 
3.3 CONTRACT TYPE


The Government contemplates a Firm-Fixed-Price type contractual arrangement (See Attachment 2, Sample Contract).

It is the Government's intent to incorporate the Offeror’s technical proposal by reference as the Statement of Work for any contract resulting from the proposed effort.


The Contract Line Item Numbers (CLINs) and pricing requirements are as follows:

	CLIN
	DESCRIPTION
	TOTALS

	0001
	DII Project – entitled TBD

in accordance with Offeror’s proposal dated TBD
	(Not-To-Exceed $350,000.00)

	0002
	Data, Reviews and Reports in accordance with the Offeror’s proposal entitled TBD and dated TBD (See Notes below)
	NSP



Notes:


(1) The following Data, Reviews and Reports shall be included in all proposals and delivered to the Government:
a. Invoices and status reports for the previous months effort shall be delivered not later than the 21st day of the current month.  Status reports shall be in Microsoft Word (*.doc), Microsoft PowerPoint (*.ppt) or Adobe Acrobat (*.pdf) format and shall be delivered via either e-mail or computer media (Windows compatible media only).  Status reports shall discuss the work performed during the billing period.

b. An interim review to be presented via teleconference approximately 90-150 days after contract award.
c. A final review to be presented at NRO Headquarters, Chantilly, Virginia approximately 240 days after contract award.
d. A final report to be delivered approximately 270 days after contract award.  One (1) electronic copy and one (1) paper copy of the final report shall be delivered.  The electronic copy shall be in Microsoft Word (*.doc), Microsoft PowerPoint (*.ppt) or Adobe Acrobat (*.pdf) format and shall be delivered via either e-mail or computer media (Windows compatible media only).  The final report shall discuss all aspects and results of the project.

(2) The Government intends to establish a project web page for each awarded project on the NRO intranet.  Project Statements of Work, status reports and reviews will be available to NRO Government personnel and FFRDC contractors (as authorized by the Contracting Officer) via these web pages. The Government’s intent is to provide access to project information to interested individuals within the NRO who may wish to further develop a project upon completion of the initial DII feasibility study.
(3) Separate from, but in conjunction with, the final review, a one (1) hour Technology Seminar presentation, subject to availability of Government facilities, may be given.  Technology Seminar presentations are not a contractual requirement.  However, the DII Program Office encourages all developers to give a Technology Seminar presentation, if possible.  Technology Seminars are given to a broader audience than the audience that attends the project final review.  As such, if a Technology Seminar is given, an Offeror may increase the likelihood of obtaining follow-on funding.  Facilities availability for Technology Seminars are limited and not all DII developers will be able to present a Technology Seminar on their project.  Seminars will be scheduled on a “first come, first serve” basis as long as facilities are available.

PRIVATE 
3.4 PROPOSAL PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS

A complete proposal package shall consist of the following:

(1) Cover Page

(2) Executive Summary

(3) Technical/Management Section

(4) Price Section

(5) Security Section

tc  \l 2 "3.2  COPIES"

The following submission instructions apply:

(1) Proposals shall be submitted electronically in accordance with the instructions found at internet URL address http://dii.westfields.net for unclassified proposals and CWAN URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii for classified proposals.  An Offeror must have a current CWAN account to submit classified proposals via CWAN URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii.  Offeror’s that do not have a current CWAN account should deliver classified proposals in accordance with paragraph 3.2.1 DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS.

(2) Proposals must contain all applicable restrictive markings, e.g., proprietary markings, use markings, security markings.  All proposals shall clearly indicate limitations on the disclosure of their contents. The Offeror is cautioned that portions of the proposal may be subject to release under terms of The Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC 552.

(3) PRIVATE 
Records or data bearing a restrictive legend may be included in the proposal.  Any proprietary data that the offeror intends to be used by the Government for evaluation purposes only must be so identified.  The offeror must also identify any technical data contained in the proposal that is to be treated by the Government as limited rights data.  In the absence of such identification, the Government will be assumed to have unlimited rights to all technical data in the proposal.tc  \l 2 "3.5  CLASSIFIED SUBMISSION"
(4) Classified proposals shall be prepared and submitted in accordance with applicable National Security policies and guidance documents for Collateral and Sensitive Compartmented Information (SCI) to include: the National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM), the NISPOM supplement for SCI activities, EO12958, the NRO Security Classification Guide 5.1, dated May 2000, the NRO security manual dated June 2000, and other applicable DCID Directives and Executive Orders.

(5) The extent of agreement section of the proposal cover page shall indicate any objections and/or issues the offeror has with the terms and conditions of the sample contract.

(6) Offeror’s who are not submitting proposals electronically, i.e., classified proposals by Offeror’s without CWAN access, shall contact the DII Program Office for proposal formatting instructions prior to submitting their proposal(s).

PRIVATE 
3.5 CONTRACTUAL CONTENTtc  \l 2 "3.6  CONTRACTUAL CONTENT"
As adequate price competition is expected for this acquisition, certified cost or pricing data will not be required with your proposal submission.


Packaging and Marking requires standard commercial practices unless otherwise proposed.


The proposal should specify the appropriate inspection and acceptance as either Source or Destination. 


The Government will furnish no equipment, information, material, labor or facilities.
PRIVATE 
3.6 PROPOSAL CONTENTtc  \l 2 "3.7  PROPOSAL FORMAT"
PRIVATE 
3.6.1 COVER PAGEtc  \l 3 "3.7.1  COVER PAGE"
The Cover Page shall not exceed 4,000 characters (approximately one page).  See Attachment 1, Proposal Format.

PRIVATE 
3.6.2 EXECUTIVE SUMMARYtc  \l 3 "3.7.2  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY"
The Executive Summary shall not exceed 8,000 characters (approximately two pages).  See Attachment 1, Proposal Format.

PRIVATE 
3.6.3 TECHNICAL/MANAGEMENTtc  \l 3 "3.7.3  TECHNICAL/MANAGEMENT"
The Technical/Management Section shall not exceed 20,000 characters (approximately five pages).  See Attachment 1, Proposal Format.

PRIVATE 
3.6.4 PRICEtc  \l 3 "3.7.4  PRICE"
The Price Section shall not exceed 4,000 characters (approximately one page).  See Attachment 1, Proposal Format.

PRIVATE 
3.6.5 SECURITYtc  \l 3 "3.7.5  SECURITY"
The Security Section shall not exceed 4,000 characters (approximately one page).  See Attachment 1, Proposal Format.

PRIVATE 
4.0 PROPOSAL EVALUATIONtc  \l 1 "4.0  PROPOSAL EVALUATION"
PRIVATE 
4.1 CRITERIAtc  \l 2 "4.2  CRITERIA"

Proposals submitted in response to this BAA will be evaluated in the following areas: Technical/Management and Security.  Price will not be evaluated but price realism will be determined.

PRIVATE 
4.1.1 TECHNICAL/MANAGEMENT CRITERIAtc  \l 3 "4.2.1  TECHNICAL/MANAGEMENT CRITERIA"
The following criteria are applied during step 1 of the evaluation (see section 4.2).
(1) Potential Contributions to the NRO.  The applicability and potential impact of the proposed effort to the NRO mission.  The DII Program is most interested in projects that significantly impact the ability of the NRO to accomplish its mission and provide dramatic improvement through new mission capabilities that directly solve critical intelligence problems. 

(2) Innovativeness of the proposed effort.  The degree to which the proposed effort presents new and innovative research.  The DII Program is most interested in projects that are investigating previously unknown or uninvestigated technologies, methods, sources, etc.

(3) Uniqueness of the proposed effort to the NRO.  The degree to which the proposed effort is solely, and uniquely applicable to the NRO.  Due to funding constraints, the DII Program is most interested in projects that are unique to the NRO with little or no likelihood of development by other Government or Commercial sources.

The following criteria are applied during step 2 of the evaluation (see section 4.2):

(1) Technical Approach. The degree to which the Offeror's technical approach demonstrates understanding of the technical challenges, including:

a. Descriptions of the study objectives, tasks and subtasks.

b. Discussion of scientific and engineering practices.

c. Discussion and understanding of the technical risks.

(2) Management Approach. The degree to which the offeror's management and project plans demonstrate the ability to effectively and efficiently manage and administer the program to a successful conclusion, including:

a. Insight into the project’s progress and into the issues that will arise during the course of the project.

b. A project schedule that reflects the key events of the project and depicts a realistic, time-phased plan to achieve the proposal’s objectives. 

c. Clear descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of any teaming organizations describing the offeror’s approach to providing management direction and oversight to these teaming organizations.

d. Clear descriptions of the experience and qualifications of key personnel.

e. Adequate available facilities, equipment and information to achieve the proposal’s objectives.

f. Program risk identification and mitigation approaches.

PRIVATE 
4.1.2 SECURITY CRITERIAtc  \l 3 "4.2.2  SECURITY CRITERIA"

Security will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis only.  Failure to pass the security related criteria may be grounds for eliminating a proposal from consideration.  Additionally, the following criteria apply:

(1) Personnel and Facilities.  The availability and commitment of adequately cleared personnel (with appropriate SCI accesses as required), required facilities, AIS and communications to support the effort in a timely and acceptable manner at the appropriate level of classification.

(2) Security Management Plan.  Compliance and management commitment (appropriate to the classification of the effort) with the applicable NRO Security Manual (NSM) dated June 16, 2000  and/or the National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM) or NISPOM Supplement, DOD 5220.22-M-Supl, dated February 1995.

PRIVATE 
4.2 EVALUATION PROCEDURE


It is the policy of the NRO to treat all proposals as source selection sensitive information before award and to only disclose the contents for evaluation purposes.  The offeror must indicate on the proposal cover page any limitation to be placed on Disclosure of Information contained on the proposal.


The selection or non-selection of proposals for contract award shall be unilateral and shall not be subject to offerors' protest or disputes.  By submission of a proposal responding to this BAA, the offeror accepts these restrictions and consents to a waiver of any right to file a protest or receive a formal debriefing if the offer is not accepted.


For this BAA, the Executive Summary and Technical/Management areas are most important.  The Security area will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis.  Cost/price will not be evaluated but cost/price realism will be determined.  A proposal determined to have an unreasonable cost/price cannot be awarded a contract.  The evaluation process will occur in two steps. tc  \l 2 "4.3  EVALUATION PROCEDURE"

Step 1:  


Upon receipt of the proposal, an evaluation committee will perform an evaluation, using only the proposal's Executive Summary, to determine the potential contribution to the NRO, the degree of innovativeness and the degree of uniqueness of the proposal to the NRO.  Proposals found to have insufficient merit based on this evaluation will be eliminated from further consideration.  The offeror will be notified in writing that the proposal is no longer being considered for funding.  The notification will include general rationale for the non-selection of the proposal.  If an Offeror indicated that their non-selected proposal could be forwarded outside of the DII Program for further review, then the proposal may be forwarded after the completion of step 1 of the evaluation process.  Offeror’s are strongly cautioned that the Executive Summary must address the potential contributions to the NRO, the innovativeness of the proposed effort and the uniqueness of the proposed effort to the NRO as required by paragraphs 3.6.2 and 4.1.1 above.  Failure to address all three areas may be grounds for eliminating a proposal from further consideration.

Step 2:

Proposals that successfully complete step 1 will be evaluated in accordance with the evaluation criteria set forth above for step 2 of the evaluation.  Offerors may be contacted during this phase by the Contracting Officer to obtain clarifications regarding their proposals.  The Contracting Officer will make awards and/or conduct negotiations with offerors selected for award.


In previous DII BAA solicitations, there has been insufficient DII program funding to fund all proposals that successfully completed step 1 of the evaluation.  The Government anticipates that this may occur in this solicitation as well, depending upon the number and quality of proposals received.  Should there be insufficient funds available, then proposals that successfully completed step 1 of the evaluation, but are not selected for funding as a result of step 2 of the evaluation process, may be forwarded for review outside of the DII Program, provided the Offeror has indicated that forwarding the proposal outside of the DII Program is allowed.

PRIVATE 
4.3 STAND-ALONE EVALUATIONtc  \l 2 "4.4
STAND-ALONE EVALUATION"

The proposals will be evaluated based on the merit and relevance of the specific research proposed as it relates to the DII program objectives and other criteria described above, rather than against other proposals for research in the same general area or in other areas.  

PRIVATE 
5.0 AWARDtc  \l 1 "5.0  AWARD"

Program initiation is dependent upon contract award. Award(s) will be made to the offeror(s) whose proposal(s) conform(s) to the BAA solicitation and whose proposal(s) is(are) considered most advantageous to the Government, considering all factors. The Government reserves the right to make awards in some, all, or none of the research areas in paragraph 2.0 above.  The Government also reserves the right to fund selected tasks from proposals.  Moreover, the Government reserves the right to make a single award, multiple awards, or no contract awards, depending on technical quality of proposals, funding availability or limitations, and the ability to negotiate a fair and reasonable price. 

6.0 QUESTIONS


Questions concerning this BAA should be addressed to the DII Program Contracting Officer, Mr. Scott Meder, via internet URL address http://dii.westfields.net for unclassified questions and via CWAN URL address http://arc.npa.gov/dii for classified questions.  Only questions submitted via http://dii.westfields.net or http://arc.npa.gov/dii will be addressed.

PRIVATE 
ATTACHMENTStc  \l 1 "ATTACHMENTS":

1. Proposal Format

2. Sample Contract

3. PRIVATE 
AS&T Acquisition Guide, Part G35.7004, SECTION K ‑ REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF OFFERORS 

4. Standard Form 33

5. Payment Plan

6. Visitor Request Form
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